
linear algebra done wrong
linear algebra done wrong is a phrase that encapsulates the common pitfalls and misconceptions
surrounding the study of linear algebra. Many students and professionals alike struggle with the
complexities of this essential mathematical discipline, leading to errors that can have far-reaching
implications in fields such as engineering, computer science, and data analysis. In this article, we
will explore the typical mistakes made in the understanding and application of linear algebra, along
with the reasons behind these errors. We will also discuss best practices for mastering linear
algebra to prevent these common missteps.

In addition, the article will provide a detailed overview of key concepts in linear algebra, highlight
the importance of correct interpretation of mathematical operations, and offer resources for further
study. The goal is to equip readers with a comprehensive understanding of linear algebra and how to
avoid falling into the traps of misunderstanding, thus ensuring they can utilize this powerful tool
effectively.

The following sections will guide you through the complexities of linear algebra, providing clarity
and insight into common errors and how to rectify them.

Understanding Linear Algebra Basics

Common Misconceptions in Linear Algebra

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Best Practices for Learning Linear Algebra

Resources for Mastering Linear Algebra

Understanding Linear Algebra Basics

Linear algebra is the branch of mathematics concerning linear equations, linear functions, and their
representations through matrices and vector spaces. At its core, linear algebra focuses on the study
of vectors, vector spaces (also called linear spaces), linear transformations, and systems of linear
equations.

Key Concepts in Linear Algebra

To grasp linear algebra, one must understand several foundational concepts:

Vectors: An ordered list of numbers representing a point in space. Vectors can be added
together and multiplied by scalars.



Matrices: Rectangular arrays of numbers that represent linear transformations. Matrices can
be manipulated using various operations, such as addition, multiplication, and finding
determinants.

Linear Transformations: Functions that map vectors to vectors in a way that preserves the
operations of vector addition and scalar multiplication.

Systems of Linear Equations: Sets of equations that can be solved using matrix methods,
such as Gaussian elimination or matrix inversion.

These concepts form the bedrock upon which more advanced topics are built, including eigenvalues,
eigenvectors, and applications in computer graphics, economics, and more.

Common Misconceptions in Linear Algebra

Understanding linear algebra often comes with a set of misconceptions that can lead to mistakes.
Addressing these misconceptions is vital for students and professionals alike.

Misconception 1: Vectors are Just Points

One prevalent misconception is that vectors are simply points in space. While this is partially true,
vectors also represent direction and magnitude, which are crucial for understanding vector
operations and transformations.

Misconception 2: Matrix Multiplication is Commutative

Another common error is assuming that matrix multiplication is commutative (i.e., A B = B A). In
reality, matrix multiplication is often non-commutative, meaning the order of multiplication matters.
This can lead to significant errors in calculations and interpretations.

Misconception 3: All Linear Equations Have Solutions

Many learners mistakenly believe that every system of linear equations has at least one solution.
However, systems can be inconsistent, resulting in no solutions or infinitely many solutions,
depending on the relationship between the equations.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

As students engage with linear algebra, they often encounter specific mistakes that can hinder their



understanding. Recognizing and avoiding these errors is crucial for success.

Overlooking the Importance of Matrix Dimensions

One common mistake is neglecting to check the dimensions of matrices before performing
operations. For instance, two matrices can only be multiplied if the number of columns in the first
matrix equals the number of rows in the second matrix. Failing to check this can lead to errors and
confusion.

Ignoring the Geometric Interpretation

Linear algebra is not just a set of abstract numbers; it has geometric interpretations that can provide
deeper insights. Ignoring these interpretations can result in a lack of understanding of concepts like
linear independence, span, and basis.

Misapplying Gaussian Elimination

Gaussian elimination is a powerful method for solving systems of equations, but it is often
misapplied. Students may overlook the importance of pivoting or make errors in row reduction,
leading to incorrect solutions.

Best Practices for Learning Linear Algebra

To master linear algebra and avoid common pitfalls, students should adopt effective study practices.

Practice Regularly

Consistent practice is essential for mastering linear algebra. Working through a variety of problems
helps solidify understanding and improves problem-solving skills.

Utilize Visual Aids

Using visual aids such as graphs and diagrams can help students better understand the geometric
interpretations of linear algebra concepts. Visualizing vectors and transformations can clarify
complex ideas.



Study Collaborative Techniques

Studying in groups can enhance understanding as peers can explain concepts to each other.
Discussing problems and solutions fosters a deeper comprehension of the material.

Resources for Mastering Linear Algebra

There are many resources available to help students master linear algebra. These can provide
additional explanations, practice problems, and different perspectives on the material.

Textbooks and Online Courses

Several textbooks and online courses cover linear algebra comprehensively. Popular choices include
"Linear Algebra and Its Applications" by Gilbert Strang and online platforms like Coursera and Khan
Academy.

Video Lectures and Tutorials

Video lectures can be particularly helpful for visual learners. Platforms such as YouTube offer
countless tutorials that explain complex concepts in an easily digestible format.

Practice Problem Sets

Many websites provide practice problems and solutions for linear algebra. Regularly solving these
problems can help reinforce understanding and improve proficiency.

Conclusion

Understanding linear algebra is essential for anyone engaged in scientific or technical fields.
However, as the phrase "linear algebra done wrong" suggests, the road to mastery is fraught with
common misconceptions and mistakes. By recognizing these pitfalls, adopting best practices, and
utilizing available resources, students can navigate the complexities of linear algebra more
effectively.

The journey through linear algebra need not be daunting; with the right approach, learners can
develop a robust understanding that serves them well in their academic and professional pursuits.



Q: What are the most common mistakes made in linear
algebra?
A: The most common mistakes include overlooking matrix dimensions when performing operations,
misapplying Gaussian elimination, and not recognizing the geometric interpretations of vectors and
transformations.

Q: Why is understanding the geometric interpretation of
linear algebra important?
A: Understanding the geometric interpretation helps clarify concepts such as linear independence,
span, and basis, which can be abstract without visual context.

Q: How can I practice linear algebra effectively?
A: Effective practice involves solving a variety of problems regularly, utilizing visual aids, and
engaging in collaborative study to explain and discuss concepts with peers.

Q: What resources are recommended for learning linear
algebra?
A: Recommended resources include textbooks like "Linear Algebra and Its Applications" by Gilbert
Strang, online courses from platforms like Coursera, and practice problem sets available on
educational websites.

Q: Is matrix multiplication always commutative?
A: No, matrix multiplication is not always commutative; the order of multiplication matters, which
can lead to different results.

Q: Can all systems of linear equations be solved?
A: No, systems of linear equations can be inconsistent, resulting in no solutions or infinitely many
solutions, depending on the relationships between the equations involved.

Q: What is the significance of Gaussian elimination in linear
algebra?
A: Gaussian elimination is a systematic method for solving systems of linear equations, and it is
essential for finding solutions and understanding the structure of vector spaces.



Q: How can I avoid misconceptions in linear algebra?
A: To avoid misconceptions, it is important to engage thoroughly with the material, seek clarification
on complex concepts, and practice regularly to reinforce understanding.

Q: What are vectors in linear algebra?
A: Vectors are ordered lists of numbers that represent points in space, as well as direction and
magnitude, which are fundamental in linear algebra operations.
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  linear algebra done wrong: Linear Algebra Done Wrong Sergei Treil, 2015 Brown
University has two introductory linear algebra courses. This text is used in the honors course that
emphasizes proofs. The book?s title suggests that it is not the typical approach to linear algebra
even among those books that are more theoretical. For example, the concept of a basis is treated as
more fundamental than the concept of linear independence, and linear transformations are
introduced before solving systems of linear equations. Especially noteworthy is the motivation and
development of determinants. As the author states in the preface:I spent a lot of time presenting a
motivation for the determinant, and only much later give formal definitions. Determinants are
introduced as a way to compute volumes. It is shown that if we allow signed volumes, make the
determinant linear in each column? and assume some very natural properties, then we do not have
any choice and arrive at the classical definition of the determinant. Table of ContentsBasic
notionsSystems of linear equationsDeterminantsIntroduction to spectral theory (eigenvalues and
eigenvectors)Inner product spacesStructure of operators in inner product spacesBilinear and
quadratic formsDual spaces and tensorsAdvanced spectral theory.
  linear algebra done wrong: Advanced Linear Algebra Hugo Woerdeman, 2015-12-23
Advanced Linear Algebra features a student-friendly approach to the theory of linear algebra. The
author’s emphasis on vector spaces over general fields, with corresponding current applications,
sets the book apart. He focuses on finite fields and complex numbers, and discusses matrix algebra
over these fields. The text then proceeds to cover vector spaces in depth. Also discussed are
standard topics in linear algebra including linear transformations, Jordan canonical form, inner
product spaces, spectral theory, and, as supplementary topics, dual spaces, quotient spaces, and
tensor products. Written in clear and concise language, the text sticks to the development of linear
algebra without excessively addressing applications. A unique chapter on How to Use Linear Algebra
is offered after the theory is presented. In addition, students are given pointers on how to start a
research project. The proofs are clear and complete and the exercises are well designed. In addition,
full solutions are included for almost all exercises.
  linear algebra done wrong: Linear Algebra: Theory and Applications Kenneth Kuttler,
2012-01-29 This is a book on linear algebra and matrix theory. While it is self contained, it will work
best for those who have already had some exposure to linear algebra. It is also assumed that the
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reader has had calculus. Some optional topics require more analysis than this, however. I think that
the subject of linear algebra is likely the most significant topic discussed in undergraduate
mathematics courses. Part of the reason for this is its usefulness in unifying so many different topics.
Linear algebra is essential in analysis, applied math, and even in theoretical mathematics. This is the
point of view of this book, more than a presentation of linear algebra for its own sake. This is why
there are numerous applications, some fairly unusual.
  linear algebra done wrong: Linear Algebra I ,
  linear algebra done wrong: Linear Algebra Done Terribly Wrong Mason Soun, 2015
  linear algebra done wrong: Statistics Done Wrong Alex Reinhart, 2015-03-01 Scientific
progress depends on good research, and good research needs good statistics. But statistical analysis
is tricky to get right, even for the best and brightest of us. You'd be surprised how many scientists
are doing it wrong. Statistics Done Wrong is a pithy, essential guide to statistical blunders in modern
science that will show you how to keep your research blunder-free. You'll examine embarrassing
errors and omissions in recent research, learn about the misconceptions and scientific politics that
allow these mistakes to happen, and begin your quest to reform the way you and your peers do
statistics. You'll find advice on: –Asking the right question, designing the right experiment, choosing
the right statistical analysis, and sticking to the plan –How to think about p values, significance,
insignificance, confidence intervals, and regression –Choosing the right sample size and avoiding
false positives –Reporting your analysis and publishing your data and source code –Procedures to
follow, precautions to take, and analytical software that can help Scientists: Read this concise,
powerful guide to help you produce statistically sound research. Statisticians: Give this book to
everyone you know. The first step toward statistics done right is Statistics Done Wrong.
  linear algebra done wrong: Introduction to Numerical Linear Algebra Christoph Börgers,
2022-02-16 This textbook on numerical methods for linear algebra problems presents detailed
explanations that beginning students can read on their own, allowing instructors to go beyond
lecturing and making it suitable for a “flipped” classroom. The author covers several topics not
commonly addressed in related introductory books, including diffusion, a toy model of computed
tomography, global positioning systems, the use of eigenvalues in analyzing stability of equilibria,
and multigrid methods. A detailed derivation and careful motivation of the QR method for
eigenvalues starting from power iteration is also included, as is a discussion of the use of the SVD
for grading. Introduction to Numerical Linear Algebra is appropriate for undergraduate and
beginning graduate students in mathematics and related fields. It assumes that the reader has taken
a course on linear algebra but reviews background as needed. It is intended as a textbook for a
one-semester course on numerical linear algebra and provides background and tools for a range of
application areas, including data science.
  linear algebra done wrong: Calculus for Cranks Nets Hawk Katz, 2021-01-26 A new approach
to the foundations of single variable calculus, based on the introductory course taught at Caltech In
mathematics, cranks are people who insist they understand something new about math even when
the world tells them they are doing it wrong. This introduction to calculus is written with those
cranks in mind, based on the foundational course that Nets Katz teaches at Caltech. It emphasizes
the practical purposes of the foundations, such as tracking errors in calculations. In addition to
covering the basics of single variable calculus, the book outlines the mathematical method--the
ability to express oneself with absolute precision and then to use logical proofs to establish that
certain statements are universally true. Katz emphasizes conceptual clarity, as well as testing
hypotheses and writing complete proofs. The result is a rigorous calculus book of use not only to
future mathematicians but also to scientists and engineers.
  linear algebra done wrong: Introduction To Real Analysis Liviu I Nicolaescu, 2019-10-30 This
is a text that develops calculus 'from scratch', with complete rigorous arguments. Its aim is to
introduce the reader not only to the basic facts about calculus but, as importantly, to mathematical
reasoning. It covers in great detail calculus of one variable and multivariable calculus. Additionally it
offers a basic introduction to the topology of Euclidean space. It is intended to more advanced or



highly motivated undergraduates.
  linear algebra done wrong: When AIAA Meets IEEE Franklin Li Duan, 2023-02-23 This book
is about the cooperation of AIAA and IEEE, two major engineering organizations from two distinct
focus points of technologies: intelligent aero-engine and electrified aviation. AIAA and IEEE both
have their intrinsic needs for each other and their co-working is a must-have in the rest of 21st
century. AIAA needs IEEE to become smarter and greener and IEEE needs a much broader scope to
enlarge its marketplace and playground. The topics related to AIAA's and IEEE's co-project are
highly multi- and inter-disciplinary related and highly goal-oriented. The target audience of this book
is IEEE, AIAA members and other related professionals from universities, industries and institutes in
the fields of AI-driven smart systems and electric airplanes with the associated new electric
aero-engines and mobile aviation electric powers. The key contents When AIAA is Meeting IEEE
AIAA vs. IEEE How to interact and what to achieve The mindset analysis of AIAA and IEEE The
smarter AIAA The AI - Smart brain, IoT, e-devices The smart sensors for AIAA -scenarios, fabrication,
challenges, and testings Electric aviation Versatile, smarter, and green The evolution of
aero-engines - pistol, gas turbine, electric aero-engine The integration of aero-engines and aero-craft
Delta VTOLer and STOL for B787 Rotatable wing and VTOL operation The RDF jet – a new electric
aero-engine The features: small, light, thrust The architecture: motor, fan, jet The principle: rim
driven, Tai Chi fan, duct, and jet Aviation electric power grid Energy and weight Battery, LTG, and
3D HK SC
  linear algebra done wrong: Linear Algebra for Earth Scientists J. Douglas Walker, Noah M.
McLean, 2024-04-22 Linear Algebra for Earth Scientists is written for undergraduate and graduate
students in Earth and Environmental sciences. It is intended to give students enough background in
linear algebra to work with systems of equations and data in geology, hydrology, geophysics, or
whatever part of the Earth Sciences they engage with. The book does not presuppose any extensive
prior knowledge of linear algebra. Instead, the book builds students up from a low base to a working
understanding of the sub t that they can apply to their work, using many familiar examples in the
geosciences. Features Suitable for students of Earth and Environmental Sciences Minimal
prerequisites — written in a way that is accessible and engaging for those without a mathematical
background All material presented with examples and applications to the Earth Sciences
  linear algebra done wrong: Data Science from Scratch Joel Grus, 2019-04-12 Data science
libraries, frameworks, modules, and toolkits are great for doing data science, but they’re also a good
way to dive into the discipline without actually understanding data science. With this updated
second edition, you’ll learn how many of the most fundamental data science tools and algorithms
work by implementing them from scratch. If you have an aptitude for mathematics and some
programming skills, author Joel Grus will help you get comfortable with the math and statistics at
the core of data science, and with hacking skills you need to get started as a data scientist. Today’s
messy glut of data holds answers to questions no one’s even thought to ask. This book provides you
with the know-how to dig those answers out.
  linear algebra done wrong: Quantum Computing Andrew Glassner, 2025-09-16 A friendly
introduction to quantum programming. What if you had a computer that could process billions of
different inputs at the same time? Quantum computing is a radically new way to think about
algorithms and data. It can feel mysterious or technically challenging, but it doesn’t have to be. If
you want to understand how quantum computers work—and how to program them—this friendly,
self-contained guide is for you. This approachable yet rigorous book walks you step-by-step through
quantum computing fundamentals, such as superposition, quantum gates, interference,
entanglement, and measurement, then teaches you how to write real quantum programs. Along the
way, you’ll: Understand how to store and transform quantum information Grasp the surprising
process of quantum measurement Explore Simon’s, Grover’s, and Shor’s algorithms Write and run
your own quantum code using free simulators and live hardware Author Andrew Glassner is known
for turning complex topics into accessible and enjoyable learning experiences. In this book, he
brings visual thinking, clarity, context, and precision to the strange and fascinating world of



quantum programming. All the ideas and math are built up slowly so you’ll master every step.
Whether you’re a programmer, student, educator, scientist, poet, or anyone else who loves new
ideas that stretch your mind, this is the guide that will take you from “What is a qubit?” to writing
and running working quantum algorithms with curiosity, creativity, and confidence.
  linear algebra done wrong: A Journey through the History of Numerical Linear Algebra
Claude Brezinski, Gérard Meurant, Michela Redivo-Zaglia, 2022-12-06 This expansive volume
describes the history of numerical methods proposed for solving linear algebra problems, from
antiquity to the present day. The authors focus on methods for linear systems of equations and
eigenvalue problems and describe the interplay between numerical methods and the computing
tools available at the time. The second part of the book consists of 78 biographies of important
contributors to the field. A Journey through the History of Numerical Linear Algebra will be of
special interest to applied mathematicians, especially researchers in numerical linear algebra,
people involved in scientific computing, and historians of mathematics.
  linear algebra done wrong: Essays in Constructive Mathematics Harold M. Edwards,
2007-02-17 He [Kronecker] was, in fact, attempting to describe and to initiate a new branch of
mathematics, which would contain both number theory and alge braic geometry as special
cases.—Andre Weil [62] This book is about mathematics, not the history or philosophy of mathemat
ics. Still, history and philosophy were prominent among my motives for writing it, and historical and
philosophical issues will be major factors in determining whether it wins acceptance. Most
mathematicians prefer constructive methods. Given two proofs of the same statement, one
constructive and the other not, most will prefer the constructive proof. The real philosophical
disagreement over the role of con structions in mathematics is between those—the majority—who
believe that to exclude from mathematics all statements that cannot be proved construc tively would
omit far too much, and those of us who believe, on the contrary, that the most interesting parts of
mathematics can be dealt with construc tively, and that the greater rigor and precision of
mathematics done in that way adds immensely to its value.
  linear algebra done wrong: Linear Algebra Larry E. Knop, 2008-08-28 Linear Algebra: A
First Course with Applications explores the fundamental ideas of linear algebra, including vector
spaces, subspaces, basis, span, linear independence, linear transformation, eigenvalues, and
eigenvectors, as well as a variety of applications, from inventories to graphics to Google's PageRank.
Unlike other texts on the subject, thi
  linear algebra done wrong: Applied Linear Algebra and Matrix Analysis Thomas S.
Shores, 2018-05-02 This new book offers a fresh approach to matrix and linear algebra by providing
a balanced blend of applications, theory, and computation, while highlighting their interdependence.
Intended for a one-semester course, Applied Linear Algebra and Matrix Analysis places special
emphasis on linear algebra as an experimental science, with numerous examples, computer
exercises, and projects. While the flavor is heavily computational and experimental, the text is
independent of specific hardware or software platforms. Throughout the book, significant motivating
examples are woven into the text, and each section ends with a set of exercises.
  linear algebra done wrong: Linear Algebra Eric Carlen, Maria Canceicao Carvalho,
2007-03-10 The Student Solutions Manual supports students in their independent study and review
efforts, using it alongside the main text Linear Algebra by Carlen.
  linear algebra done wrong: Ciencia de datos desde cero. Segunda edición Joel Grus,
2023-02-02 Para aprender de verdad ciencia de datos, no solamente es necesario dominar las
herramientas (librerías de ciencia de datos, frameworks, módulos y kits de herramientas), sino
también conviene comprender las ideas y principios subyacentes. Actualizada para Python 3.6, esta
segunda edición de Ciencia de datos desde cero muestra cómo funcionan estas herramientas y
algoritmos implementándolos desde el principio. Si ya tiene aptitudes para las matemáticas y ciertas
habilidades de programación, el autor, Joel Grus, le ayudará a familiarizarse con las mates y las
estadísticas, que son el núcleo de la ciencia de datos, y con las habilidades informáticas necesarias
para iniciarse como científico de datos. Repleto de nueva información sobre deep learning



(aprendizaje profundo), estadísticas y procesamiento del lenguaje natural, este libro actualizado le
muestra cómo sacar lo mejor de la sobreabundancia de datos que actualmente nos rodea.
  linear algebra done wrong: Einführung in Data Science Joel Grus, 2019-11-20 Neuauflage
des Standardwerks, jetzt zu Python 3.6 Der idealer Einstieg in Data Science – didaktisch klug
angelegt und gut nachvollziehbar Bietet mathematisches Hintergrundwissen und einen Crashkurs
für Python Enthält neues Material zu Deep Learning, Statistik und Natural Language Processing
Dieses Buch führt Sie in Data Science ein, indem es grundlegende Prinzipien der Datenanalyse
erläutert und Ihnen geeignete Techniken und Werkzeuge vorstellt. Sie lernen nicht nur, wie Sie
Bibliotheken, Frameworks, Module und Toolkits konkret einsetzen, sondern implementieren sie auch
selbst. Dadurch entwickeln Sie ein tieferes Verständnis für die Zusammenhänge und erfahren, wie
essenzielle Tools und Algorithmen der Datenanalyse im Kern funktionieren. Falls Sie
Programmierkenntnisse und eine gewisse Sympathie für Mathematik mitbringen, unterstützt Joel
Grus Sie dabei, mit den mathematischen und statistischen Grundlagen der Data Science vertraut zu
werden und sich Programmierfähigkeiten anzueignen, die Sie für die Praxis benötigen. Dabei
verwendet er Python: Die weit verbreitete Sprache ist leicht zu erlernen und bringt zahlreiche
Bibliotheken für Data Science mit.
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