how to do algebra in excel

how to do algebra in excel is an essential skill for many professionals and students alike. Excel provides
robust tools for performing algebraic calculations, making it a powerful resource for data analysis, financial
modeling, and academic work. This article will guide you through the various methods to implement
algebra in Excel, covering essential functions, formulas, and techniques for solving equations and managing
data efficiently. We will explore how to set up equations, use built-in functions, and leverage Excel’s
graphing capabilities to visualize algebraic relationships. By the end of this article, you will have a

comprehensive understanding of how to effectively use Excel for algebraic operations.
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Understanding Excel's Interface for Algebra

Before diving into algebraic calculations, it is crucial to familiarize yourself with Excel's interface. Excel
consists of rows and columns that form cells, where you will input your data and formulas. The formula bar
allows you to enter and edit formulas directly, while the ribbon menu provides quick access to various

functions and tools.

To perform algebra in Excel, you will primarily work with:

e Cells: Each box in the grid where you can input data or formulas.
e Formula Bar: The area where you can directly input or edit formulas.

¢ Functions Library: A collection of functions that can be used for calculations, including mathematical,

statistical, and logical functions.



Understanding these components will enable you to navigate Excel effectively and perform algebraic

calculations with ease.

Basic Algebraic Functions in Excel

Excel includes a variety of built-in functions that can be utilized for basic algebraic operations. These

functions simplify the process of performing calculations without the need for manual computation.

Common Algebraic Functions

Some of the most commonly used algebraic functions in Excel include:

e SUM: Adds a range of cells, useful for summing values in equations.
e AVERAGE: Calculates the mean of a set of values.
e PRODUCT: Multiplies a range of cells together.

o SUBTRACT: While there is no direct function, you can subtract by using a formula (e.g., =A1-A2).

These functions can be combined to create complex formulas that solve algebraic problems efficiently.

Setting Up Equations in Excel

Setting up equations in Excel is straightforward. You can create equations using cell references and insert

mathematical operators directly into the formula bar.

Creating Simple Equations

To create a simple algebraic equation, follow these steps:

1. Click on a cell where you want the result to appear.
2. Type the equals sign (=) to start your formula.
3. Enter your equation using cell references and operators (e.g., =A1 + B1).

4. Press Enter to calculate the result.



This simple process allows you to perform calculations based on the values in other cells, making it easy to

manage large datasets.

Using Excel for Advanced Algebraic Calculations

For more complex algebraic calculations, Excel provides tools such as array formulas and the Solver add-in.

These tools enable users to tackle advanced problems and find solutions efficiently.

Array Formulas

Array formulas can perform multiple calculations on one or more items in an array and return a single

result or multiple results. To create an array formula:
1. Select the cell where you want the result.

2. Type your formula and include the array range (e.g., =SUM(A1:A10B1:B10)).

3. Instead of pressing Enter, press Ctrl + Shift + Enter.

This will execute the array formula and allow you to work with complex datasets efficiently.

Using the Solver Add-in

The Solver add-in is a powerful tool that allows you to find an optimal value for a formula in one

cell—subject to constraints on the values of other cells. To use Solver:

1. Enable the Solver add-in from the Excel Options menu.
2. Set your objective cell (the cell you want to maximize, minimize, or set to a specific value).
3. Define the constraint cells and conditions.

4. Run Solver to find the optimal solution.

Solver is particularly useful for operations involving linear programming and optimization problems.



Visualizing Algebraic Functions with Graphs

Visual representation of algebraic functions can significantly enhance understanding and analysis. Excel

allows users to create graphs to visualize equations and data trends.

Creating Charts for Algebraic Functions

To visualize algebraic functions, you can create various types of charts:

1. Input your data into a worksheet.
2. Select the data range you want to visualize.

3. Go to the Insert tab and choose the type of chart suitable for your data (e.g., Line Chart for linear

equations).

4. Customize your chart with titles, labels, and legends for clarity.

Charts can help identify patterns and relationships in data, making them invaluable for algebraic analysis.

Tips for Efficient Algebraic Operations in Excel

To maximize efficiency when performing algebra in Excel, consider the following tips:

¢ Use Named Ranges: This allows you to create meaningful names for cells or ranges, making formulas

easier to read and manage.

¢ Utilize Keyboard Shortcuts: Familiarizing yourself with Excel shortcuts can speed up your workflow
significantly.

¢ Organize Your Data: Keep your data well-structured and organized to minimize errors and enhance

readability.

¢ Regularly Save Your Work: Frequent saving prevents data loss and ensures you can recover

previous versions if needed.

By incorporating these strategies, you can perform algebraic operations more effectively and efficiently in

Excel.



FAQ Section

Q What are some basic algebra functions I can use in Excel?

A: Some basic algebra functions in Excel include SUM, AVERAGE, and PRODUCT. You can also perform

subtraction and division using simple formulas that reference cell values.

Q: Can I solve complex equations in Excel?

A: Yes, you can solve complex equations in Excel using tools like Solver for optimization problems and

array formulas for multiple calculations within an array.

Q How do I create a graph for an algebraic function in Excel?

A: To create a graph, input your data into a worksheet, select the data range, go to the Insert tab, and choose

the appropriate chart type, such as a Line Chart.

Q What is the purpose of using named ranges in Excel?

A: Named ranges provide meaningful names for specific cells or ranges, making formulas more readable

and easier to manage, especially in complex calculations.

Q: How can 1 visualize data trends in Excel?

A: You can visualize data trends by creating various charts, such as line charts or scatter plots, which help

in understanding the relationship between variables in your algebraic equations.

Q: Are there any keyboard shortcuts that can help with algebra in Excel?

A: Yes, Excel has numerous keyboard shortcuts that can enhance your efficiency, such as Ctrl + C for copy,

Ctrl + V for paste, and Ctrl + Shift + Enter for array formulas.

Q: How do I enable the Solver add-in in Excel?

A: To enable the Solver add-in, go to the Excel Options menu, select Add-Ins, and in the Manage box,
choose Excel Add-ins. Then, check the Solver Add-in box and click OK.



Q: Can Excel handle symbolic algebra?

A: Excel is primarily designed for numerical calculations and does not handle symbolic algebra as dedicated
symbolic computation software does, but it can solve numerical equations and perform algebraic operations

using functions and formulas.

Q What are the benefits of using Excel for algebra?

A: Excel provides a user-friendly interface, powerful functions for calculations, charting capabilities for

visualization, and tools like Solver, making it an excellent option for performing algebra efficiently.
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how to do algebra in excel: Introduction to Financial Models for Management and
Planning James R. Morris, John P. Daley, 2017-05-30 A properly structured financial model can
provide decision makers with a powerful planning tool that helps them identify the consequences of
their decisions before they are put into practice. Introduction to Financial Models for Management
and Planning, Second Edition enables professionals and students to learn how to develop and use
computer-based models for financial planning. This volume provides critical tools for the financial
toolbox, then shows how to use them tools to build successful models.

how to do algebra in excel: Financial Modeling in Excel For Dummies Danielle Stein
Fairhurst, 2022-01-19 Turn your financial data into insightful decisions with this straightforward
guide to financial modeling with Excel Interested in learning how to build practical financial models
and forecasts but concerned that you don’t have the math skills or technical know-how? We’ve got
you covered! Financial decision-making has never been easier than with Financial Modeling in Excel
For Dummies. Whether you work at a mom-and-pop retail store or a multinational corporation, you
can learn how to build budgets, project your profits into the future, model capital depreciation, value
your assets, and more. You'll learn by doing as this book walks you through practical, hands-on
exercises to help you build powerful models using just a regular version of Excel, which you've
probably already got on your PC. You’ll also: Master the tools and strategies that help you draw
insights from numbers and data you’'ve already got Build a successful financial model from scratch,
or work with and modify an existing one to your liking Create new and unexpected business
strategies with the ideas and conclusions you generate with scenario analysis Don’t go buying
specialized software or hiring that expensive consultant when you don’t need either one. If you've
got this book and a working version of Microsoft Excel, you've got all the tools you need to build
sophisticated and useful financial models in no time!

how to do algebra in excel: Algebra the Beautiful G. Arnell Williams, 2022-08-23 A
mathematician reveals the hidden beauty, power, and—yes—fun of algebra What comes to mind
when you think about algebra? For many of us, it’s memories of dull or frustrating classes in high
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school. Award-winning mathematics professor G. Arnell Williams is here to change that. Algebra the
Beautiful is a journey into the heart of fundamental math that proves just how amazing this subject
really is. Drawing on lessons from twenty-five years of teaching mathematics, Williams blends
metaphor, history, and storytelling to uncover algebra’s hidden grandeur. Whether you're a teacher
looking to make math come alive for your students, a parent hoping to get your children engaged, a
student trying to come to terms with a sometimes bewildering subject, or just a lover of
mathematics, this book has something for you. With a passion that’s contagious, G. Arnell Williams
shows how each of us can grasp the beauty and harmony of algebra.

how to do algebra in excel: Mathematics for Economics Mik Wisniewski, 2017-09-16 This book
shows how mathematics is used in developing economic theory and in applied economic analysis.
The text gradually develops the mathematical skills needed by students and allows them to progress
at their own pace. A wide variety of examples shows how, and why, the application of mathematics
has become essential to economists.

how to do algebra in excel: Excel Essential Skills A. S. Kalra, 2000

how to do algebra in excel: Computer Algebra Recipes for Classical Mechanics Richard H.
Enns, George C. McGuire, 2002-11-22 This is a standalone, but the recipes are correlated with topics
found in standard texts, and make use of MAPLE (Release 7). As a reference text, or self-study guide
this book is useful for science professionals and engineers.; Good for the classroom correlates with
topics found in standard classical mechanics texts.; This book makes use of the powerful computer
algebra system MAPLE (Release 7) but no prior knowledge of MAPLE is presumed.; The relevant
command structures are explained on a need-to-know basis as the recipes are developed, thus
making this a standalone text.

how to do algebra in excel: Cryptology and Error Correction Lindsay N. Childs, 2019-04-18
This text presents a careful introduction to methods of cryptology and error correction in wide use
throughout the world and the concepts of abstract algebra and number theory that are essential for
understanding these methods. The objective is to provide a thorough understanding of RSA,
Diffie-Hellman, and Blum-Goldwasser cryptosystems and Hamming and Reed-Solomon error
correction: how they are constructed, how they are made to work efficiently, and also how they can
be attacked. To reach that level of understanding requires and motivates many ideas found in a first
course in abstract algebra—rings, fields, finite abelian groups, basic theory of numbers,
computational number theory, homomorphisms, ideals, and cosets. Those who complete this book
will have gained a solid mathematical foundation for more specialized applied courses on cryptology
or error correction, and should also be well prepared, both in concepts and in motivation, to pursue
more advanced study in algebra and number theory. This text is suitable for classroom or online use
or for independent study. Aimed at students in mathematics, computer science, and engineering, the
prerequisite includes one or two years of a standard calculus sequence. Ideally the reader will also
take a concurrent course in linear algebra or elementary matrix theory. A solutions manual for the
400 exercises in the book is available to instructors who adopt the text for their course.

how to do algebra in excel: Analytics Stories Wayne L. Winston, 2020-09-02 Inform your own
analyses by seeing how one of the best data analysts in the world approaches analytics problems
Analytics Stories: How to Make Good Things Happen is a thoughtful, incisive, and entertaining
exploration of the application of analytics to real-world problems and situations. Covering fields as
diverse as sports, finance, politics, healthcare, and business, Analytics Stories bridges the gap
between the oft inscrutable world of data analytics and the concrete problems it solves.
Distinguished professor and author Wayne L. Winston answers questions like: Was Liverpool over
Barcelona the greatest upset in sports history? Was Derek Jeter a great infielder What's wrong with
the NFL QB rating? How did Madoff keep his fund going? Does a mutual fund’s past performance
predict future performance? What caused the Crash of 2008? Can we predict where crimes are likely
to occur? Is the lot of the American worker improving? How can analytics save the US Republic? The
birth of evidence-based medicine: How did James Lind know citrus fruits cured scurvy? How can I
objectively compare hospitals? How can we predict heart attacks in real time? How does a retail




store know if you're pregnant? How can I use A/B testing to improve sales from my website? How
can analytics help me write a hit song? Perfect for anyone with the word “analyst” in their job title,
Analytics Stories illuminates the process of applying analytic principles to practical problems and
highlights the potential pitfalls that await careless analysts.

how to do algebra in excel: The Learning and Teaching of Algebra Abraham Arcavi, Paul
Drijvers, Kaye Stacey, 2016-06-23 IMPACT (Interweaving Mathematics Pedagogy and Content for
Teaching) is an exciting new series of texts for teacher education which aims to advance the
learning and teaching of mathematics by integrating mathematics content with the broader research
and theoretical base of mathematics education. The Learning and Teaching of Algebra provides a
pedagogical framework for the teaching and learning of algebra grounded in theory and research.
Areas covered include: ¢ Algebra: Setting the Scene * Some Lessons From History * Seeing Algebra
Through the Eyes of a Learner * Emphases in Algebra Teaching ¢ Algebra Education in the Digital
Era This guide will be essential reading for trainee and qualified teachers of mathematics, graduate
students, curriculum developers, researchers and all those who are interested in the problématique
of teaching and learning algebra. It allows you to get involved in the wealth of knowledge that
teachers can draw upon to assist learners, helping you gain the insights that mastering algebra
provides.

how to do algebra in excel: Hands-on Matrix Algebra Using R Hrishikesh D. Vinod, 2011
Teaches matrix algebra, allowing the student to learn the material by actually working with matrix
objects in modern computer environment of R. This book provides an overview of matrix theory
without being bogged down in proofs or tedium.

how to do algebra in excel: The Future of the Teaching and Learning of Algebra Kaye Stacey,
Helen Chick, Margaret Kendal, 2006-04-11 Kaye Stacey, Helen Chick, and Margaret Kendal The
University of Melbourne, Australia Abstract: This section reports on the organisation, procedures,
and publications of the ICMI Study, The Future of the Teaching and Learning of Algebra. Key words:
Study Conference, organisation, procedures, publications The International Commission on
Mathematical Instruction (ICMI) has, since the 1980s, conducted a series of studies into topics of
particular significance to the theory and practice of contemporary mathematics education. Each
ICMI Study involves an international seminar, the “Study Conference”, and culminates in a
published volume intended to promote and assist discussion and action at the international, national,
regional, and institutional levels. The ICMI Study running from 2000 to 2004 was on The Future of
the Teaching and Learning of Algebra, and its Study Conference was held at The University of
Melbourne, Australia fromDecember to 2001. It was the first study held in the Southern
Hemisphere. There are several reasons why the future of the teaching and learning of algebra was a
timely focus at the beginning of the twenty first century. The strong research base developed over
recent decades enabled us to take stock of what has been achieved and also to look forward to what
should be done and what might be achieved in the future. In addition, trends evident over recent
years have intensified. Those particularly affecting school mathematics are the “massification” of
education—continuing in some countries whilst beginning in others—and the advance of technology.

how to do algebra in excel: Differential Equations with Linear Algebra Matthew R.
Boelkins, Jack L. Goldberg, Merle C. Potter, 2009-11-05 Differential Equations with Linear Algebra
explores the interplay between linear algebra and differential equations by examining fundamental
problems in elementary differential equations. With an example-first style, the text is accessible to
students who have completed multivariable calculus and is appropriate for courses in mathematics
and engineering that study systems of differential equations.

how to do algebra in excel: Algebra: The Easy Way Douglas Downing, 2019-09-03 A
self-teaching guide for students, Algebra: The Easy Way provides easy-to-follow lessons with
comprehensive review and practice. This edition features a brand new design and new content
structure with illustrations and practice questions. An essential resource for: High school and
college courses Virtual learning Learning pods Homeschooling Algebra: The Easy Way covers:
Numbers Equations Fractions and Rational Numbers Algebraic Expressions Graphs And more!




how to do algebra in excel: Handbook of Digital Resources in Mathematics Education Birgit
Pepin, Ghislaine Gueudet, Jeffrey Choppin, 2024-06-21 This handbook presents the state-of-the art
scholarship on theoretical frames, mathematical content, learning environments, pedagogic
practices, teacher professional learning, and policy issues related to the development and use of
digital resources in mathematics education. With the advent of more and more open access digital
resources, teachers choose from the web what they see fit for their classroom; students choose ‘in
the moment’ what they need for their projects and learning paths. However, educators and students
often find it difficult to choose from the abundance of materials on offer, as they are uncertain about
their quality and beneficial use. It is clear that at a time of bouleversement of the teaching-learning
processes, it is crucial to understand the quality and the (potentially) transformative aspects of
digital resources. This book provides comprehensive analyses of and insights into the transformative
aspects of digital resources.

how to do algebra in excel: Physics with Excel and Python Dieter Mergel, 2023-01-01 This
book is intended to serve as a basic introduction to scientific computing by treating problems from
various areas of physics - mechanics, optics, acoustics, and statistical reasoning in the context of the
evaluation of measurements. After working through these examples, students are able to
independently work on physical problems that they encounter during their studies. For every
exercise, the author introduces the physical problem together with a data structure that serves as an
interface to programming in Excel and Python. When a solution is achieved in one application, it can
easily be translated into the other one and presumably any other platform for scientific computing.
This is possible because the basic techniques of vector and matrix calculation and array
broadcasting are also achieved with spreadsheet techniques, and logical queries and for-loops
operate on spreadsheets from simple Visual Basic macros. So, starting to learn scientific calculation
with Excel, e.g., at High School, is a targeted road to scientific computing. The primary target
groups of this book are students with a major or minor subject in physics, who have interest in
computational techniques and at the same time want to deepen their knowledge of physics. Math,
physics and computer science teachers and Teacher Education students will also find a companion in
this book to help them integrate computer techniques into their lessons. Even professional physicists
who want to venture into Scientific Computing may appreciate this book.

how to do algebra in excel: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Algebra W. Michael Kelley,
2004 The complete hands-on, how-to guide to engineering an outstanding customer experience!
Beyond Disney and Harley-Davidson - Practical, start-to-finish techniques to be used right now,
whatever is sold. Leverages the latest neuroscience to help readers assess, audit, design, implement
and steward any customer experience. By Lou Carbone, CEO of Experience Engineering, Inc., the
world's #1 customer experience consultancy.

how to do algebra in excel: And the Rest is Just Algebra Sepideh Stewart, 2016-10-20 This
book addresses college students' weak foundation in algebra, its causes, and potential solutions to
improve their long-term success and understanding in mathematics as a whole. The authors, who are
experts in a wide variety of fields, emphasize that these difficulties are more complex than just
forgotten rules, and offer strategic approaches from a number of angles that will increase the
chances of student understanding. Instructors who are frustrated with their students’ lack of skills
and knowledge at college level will find this volume helpful, as the authors confront the deeper
reasons why students have difficulties with Algebra and reveal how to remedy the issue.

how to do algebra in excel: Fraud Examination Casebook with Documents William H.
Beecken, Clark A. Beecken, 2017-03-31 A practical advantage for entry-level fraud examiners with
start-to-finish casework Fraud Examination Casebook with Documents provides critical practice for
students and new CPAs; criminal and insurance investigators; and attorneys seeking additional
guidance on real-world fraud investigation. With five cases that include over 100 pages of
documentation, this guide helps you put your conceptual knowledge to work as you conduct
full-length Fraud Examinations from predication through report. Short instructional narratives guide
you through tools like horizontal and vertical analysis, report writing, and other important tasks,



while Excel templates streamline the process and kick start your investigation. Multiple-choice
questions help you gauge your understanding and practical mastery, while expert guidance
throughout prompts you to draw on your existing knowledge and apply it to casework. With a focus
on asset misappropriation and financial statement fraud, these cases provide highly relevant
experience for real-world practice. Learning concept isn't always enough to do the job effectively;
knowing is different from applying,” yet few practical resources exist for new and aspiring fraud
examiners—until now. This book provides the much-needed practice that helps examiners polish
their skills, with expert guidance every step of the way. Conduct actual Fraud Examinations Perform
horizontal and vertical analyses Review checks and decode debit card transactions Examine
adjustments to electronic records Perform simple forensic data analytics Vouch to/from
documentation Write complete Fraud Examination reports Prepare court-ready schedules and
audio-visuals As you work your way through the cases, you'll develop the skills and instinct
experienced examiners rely upon every day. You'll hone your analytical edge and master the
essentials of report writing, leaving you fully equipped to conduct a thorough investigation and
deliver your findings clearly, comprehensively, and authoritatively. Fraud Examination Casebook
with Documents is a vital resource for students and new fraud examiners seeking a practical
advantage in real-world skills.

how to do algebra in excel: Mathematics for Social Justice Gizem Karaali, Lily S. Khadjavi,
2021-11-15 Mathematics for Social Justice: Focusing on Quantitative Reasoning and Statistics offers
a collection of resources for mathematics faculty interested in incorporating questions of social
justice into their classrooms. The book comprises seventeen classroom-tested modules featuring
ready-to-use activities and investigations for college mathematics and statistics courses. The
modules empower students to study issues of social justice and to see the power and limitations of
mathematics in real-world contexts of deep concern. The primary focus is on classroom activities
where students can ask their own questions, find and analyze real data, apply mathematical ideas
themselves, and draw their own conclusions. Module topics in the book focus on technical content
that could support courses in quantitative reasoning or introductory statistics. Social themes include
electoral issues, environmental justice, equity/inequity, human rights, and racial justice, including
topics such as gentrification, partisan gerrymandering, policing, and more. The volume editors are
leaders of the national movement to include social justice material in mathematics teaching and
jointly edited the earlier AMS-MAA volume, Mathematics for Social Justice: Resources for the
College Classroom. Gizem Karaali is Professor of Mathematics at Pomona College. She is a past
chair of the Special Interest Group of the MAA on Quantitative Literacy (SIGMAA-QL). She is one of
the founding editors of The Journal of Humanistic Mathematics, senior editor of Numeracy, and an
associate editor for The Mathematical Intelligencer; she also serves on the editorial board of the
MAA's Classroom Resource Materials series. Lily Khadjavi is Professor and Chair of Mathematics at
Loyola Marymount University and is a past co-chair of the Infinite Possibilities Conference. In 2020
she was appointed by the California State Attorney General to the Racial and Identity Profiling Act
Board, which works with the California Department of Justice. She currently serves on the editorial
board of the MAA's Spectrum series and the Human Resources Advisory Committee for the
Mathematical Sciences Research Institute in Berkeley.

how to do algebra in excel: Development and Brain Systems in Autism Marcel Adam Just,
Kevin A. Pelphrey, 2013-03-05 This volume covers several perspectives on autism which bring
together the most recent scientific views of the nature of this disorder. A number of themes organize
major developments and emerging areas in autism: Cognitive and neural systems development: how
autism arises in the behavior and thought of very young children. Discovering brain mechanisms
underlying social and cognitive deficits in autism: how we can explain social awkwardness and poor
language comprehension in terms of malfunctions of brain mechanisms, revealed by fMRI studies of
people with autism. Integrating information about genes, brain, and biological mechanisms with
behavioral evidence. Linking the science of autism with lives lived: how the new information about
autism impacts people with autism and real-world considerations.
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urinary tract infections. Find out what causes UTIs, how infections are treated and ways to prevent
repeat UTIs

Treating COVID-19 at home: Care tips for you and others COVID-19 can sometimes be
treated at home. Understand emergency symptoms to watch for, how to protect others if you're ill,
how to protect yourself while caring for a sick loved

Shingles - Diagnosis & treatment - Mayo Clinic Health care providers usually diagnose



shingles based on the history of pain on one side of your body, along with the telltale rash and
blisters. Your health care provider may

Glucosamine - Mayo Clinic Learn about the different forms of glucosamine and how glucosamine
sulfate is used to treat osteoarthritis

Metoprolol (oral route) - Side effects & dosage - Mayo Clinic Do not stop taking this medicine
before surgery without your doctor's approval. This medicine may cause some people to become less
alert than they are normally. If this side

Detox foot pads: Do they really work? - Mayo Clinic Do detox foot pads really work? No
trustworthy scientific evidence shows that detox foot pads work. Most often, these products are
stuck on the bottom of the feet and left

Probiotics and prebiotics: What you should know - Mayo Clinic Probiotics and prebiotics are
two parts of food that may support gut health. Probiotics are specific living microorganisms, most
often bacteria or yeast that help the body

Swollen lymph nodes - Symptoms & causes - Mayo Clinic Swollen lymph nodes most often
happen because of infection from bacteria or viruses. Rarely, cancer causes swollen lymph nodes.
The lymph nodes, also called lymph
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