is linear algebra or differential
equations harder

is linear algebra or differential equations harder is a question often posed by
students and educators alike when discussing the complexity of mathematical subjects.
Both linear algebra and differential equations are fundamental branches of mathematics,
each with its own challenges and applications. In this article, we will explore the nature of
these two fields, their core concepts, and the skills required to master them. We will also
consider various factors that influence the perceived difficulty of each subject, including the
learning curve, applications, and common student experiences. By the end of this article,
you will have a clearer understanding of the intricacies involved in linear algebra and
differential equations, ultimately allowing you to make an informed comparison.
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Understanding Linear Algebra

Core Concepts of Linear Algebra

Linear algebra is the branch of mathematics that deals with vectors, vector spaces, and
linear transformations. It is fundamental for various fields, including physics, engineering,
computer science, and economics. Key concepts in linear algebra include:

e Vectors: Objects that have both magnitude and direction, represented as arrays of
numbers.

e Matrices: Rectangular arrays of numbers that can represent systems of linear
equations.

e Determinants: A scalar value that can be computed from the elements of a square



matrix and provides insight into the matrix's properties.

e Eigenvalues and Eigenvectors: Important in understanding linear transformations
and stability in systems.

These concepts are interconnected and provide a framework for solving linear systems,
analyzing vector spaces, and performing transformations.

Applications of Linear Algebra

Linear algebra has numerous applications across various disciplines. Some notable
applications include:

Computer Graphics: Used to manipulate images and 3D models through
transformations.

Machine Learning: Algorithms often rely on matrix operations for data
representation and manipulation.

Economics: Models using linear equations to analyze economic systems and make
predictions.

e Engineering: Structural analysis and systems modeling frequently use linear algebra
techniques.

The versatility of linear algebra in real-world applications makes it an essential area of
study for many fields.

Understanding Differential Equations

Core Concepts of Differential Equations

Differential equations involve equations that relate a function to its derivatives, providing
insights into how quantities change over time or space. They can be classified into ordinary
differential equations (ODEs) and partial differential equations (PDEs). Key concepts
include:

e Order and Degree: The order of a differential equation is determined by the highest
derivative present, while the degree is the power of the highest derivative.

» Homogeneous vs. Non-Homogeneous: Homogeneous equations have solutions
that can be expressed as a combination of functions, while non-homogeneous



equations include additional terms.

 Initial and Boundary Conditions: These conditions specify the behavior of solutions
at particular points, crucial for finding unique solutions.

These concepts are vital for understanding the behavior of dynamic systems and processes.

Applications of Differential Equations

Differential equations are widely applicable in various fields, including:

Physics: Used to describe motion, heat transfer, and wave propagation.

Biology: Modeling population dynamics and the spread of diseases.

Economics: Analyzing models of growth and decay.

Engineering: Systems modeling, including electrical circuits and mechanical
systems.

The ability to model real-world phenomena using differential equations highlights their
importance in scientific research and practical applications.

Comparing Difficulty Levels

Perceived Difficulty of Linear Algebra

Many students find linear algebra challenging due to its abstract nature and reliance on
visualization. The concepts of vector spaces and transformations require a solid
understanding of multidimensional thinking. Students often struggle with grasping the
theoretical aspects and applying them to practical problems.

Perceived Difficulty of Differential Equations

Differential equations can also pose significant challenges, particularly due to their
complexity and the necessity of understanding calculus. The requirement to solve
equations that model dynamic systems can be daunting. Students may face difficulties in
differentiating between various types of differential equations and identifying appropriate
solution methods.



Factors Influencing Difficulty

Mathematical Background

A student’s prior knowledge and comfort with related mathematical concepts can greatly
influence their perception of difficulty. Those with a strong foundation in calculus may find
differential equations more manageable, while students with a solid grasp of matrices may
excel in linear algebra.

Teaching Methods

The effectiveness of instruction can also play a crucial role. Engaging teaching methods
that incorporate real-world applications can enhance understanding and retention, thus
reducing perceived difficulty.

Learning Styles

Individual learning styles can affect how students engage with these mathematical
subjects. Visual learners may benefit from graphical representations in linear algebra, while
kinesthetic learners might find hands-on applications of differential equations more
intuitive.

Real-world Applications

Importance in Various Fields

Both linear algebra and differential equations have significant roles in various fields. Linear
algebra is essential for data science and computer graphics, while differential equations are
crucial for physics and engineering applications. Understanding the context of these
subjects can help students appreciate their importance, potentially easing the difficulty
associated with learning them.

Interdisciplinary Connections

Linear algebra and differential equations often intersect in fields such as control theory and
system dynamics, where linear models are used to describe the behavior of systems
governed by differential equations. This interconnectedness can provide students with a
more comprehensive understanding of how these mathematical disciplines work together.



Student Experiences and Testimonials

Common Challenges

Students often share their experiences about the challenges they face in both subjects.
Common difficulties include:

e Understanding abstract concepts in linear algebra.
e Solving complex differential equations with multiple variables.
e Applying theoretical knowledge to practical problems.

e Grasping the interconnectedness of different mathematical principles.

Success Stories

Despite the challenges, many students find success in both subjects through persistence
and effective study strategies. Those who engage with study groups, utilize tutoring
resources, and practice regularly often report improved understanding and confidence.

Conclusion

In summary, determining whether linear algebra or differential equations are harder is
subjective and varies among individuals. Both subjects present unique challenges and
require different skill sets. Linear algebra focuses on vectors and matrices, while differential
equations delve into the relationships between functions and their derivatives. The difficulty
may depend on a student’s mathematical background, teaching quality, and personal
learning style. Understanding the applications and real-world significance of both subjects
can enhance engagement and facilitate learning, ultimately leading to greater success in
mastering these critical areas of mathematics.

Q: What is the main difference between linear algebra
and differential equations?

A: The main difference lies in their focus; linear algebra deals with vectors and matrix
operations, while differential equations concern the relationship between functions and
their derivatives, often modeling dynamic systems.



Q: Which subject is more applicable in real-life
scenarios?

A: Both subjects are highly applicable. Linear algebra is crucial in computer graphics and
data science, while differential equations are essential in physics, engineering, and biology
for modeling change and dynamics.

Q: How can | effectively study for linear algebra?

A: Effective study strategies include practicing problems regularly, collaborating with peers
in study groups, utilizing visual aids like graphs, and seeking help from tutors when
concepts are unclear.

Q: Are linear algebra and differential equations
interconnected?

A: Yes, they are interconnected. Linear algebra often provides the foundational tools
needed to solve systems of differential equations, particularly in fields like control theory
and engineering.

Q: What mathematical prerequisites are needed for
these subjects?

A: A solid understanding of algebra and calculus is essential for both linear algebra and
differential equations, as these subjects build upon these concepts.

Q: Can | learn both subjects simultaneously?

A: It is possible to learn both simultaneously; however, it may be beneficial to have a strong
understanding of linear algebra before tackling differential equations, as many concepts
overlap.

Q: What resources are available for mastering these
subjects?

A: Resources include textbooks, online courses, video lectures, and tutoring services, all of
which can provide valuable insights and practice opportunities.

Q: How do | know which subject to focus on first?

A: Consider your academic and career goals. If you are leaning towards fields like data
science or computer graphics, linear algebra may be more relevant. For engineering or
physics, differential equations may take precedence.



Q: What are common misconceptions about these
subjects?

A: A common misconception is that linear algebra is solely about solving equations, while it
also involves understanding vector spaces and transformations. Similarly, differential
equations are often seen as only complex calculations, whereas they also involve
qualitative analysis of solutions.

Q: Do | need advanced math skills to succeed in these
subjects?

A: While a strong mathematical foundation helps, dedication and effective study strategies
can enable students to succeed even if they initially struggle with advanced math concepts.
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is linear algebra or differential equations harder: Mathematical Methods for Wave
Phenomena Norman Bleistein, 2012-12-02 Computer Science and Applied Mathematics:
Mathematical Methods for Wave Phenomena focuses on the methods of applied mathematics,
including equations, wave fronts, boundary value problems, and scattering problems. The
publication initially ponders on first-order partial differential equations, Dirac delta function, Fourier
transforms, asymptotics, and second-order partial differential equations. Discussions focus on
prototype second-order equations, asymptotic expansions, asymptotic expansions of Fourier
integrals with monotonic phase, method of stationary phase, propagation of wave fronts, and
variable index of refraction. The text then examines wave equation in one space dimension, as well
as initial boundary value problems, characteristics for the wave equation in one space dimension,
and asymptotic solution of the Klein-Gordon equation. The manuscript offers information on wave
equation in two and three dimensions and Helmholtz equation and other elliptic equations. Topics
include energy integral, domain of dependence, and uniqueness, scattering problems, Green's
functions, and problems in unbounded domains and the Sommerfeld radiation condition. The
asymptotic techniques for direct scattering problems and the inverse methods for reflector imaging
are also elaborated. The text is a dependable reference for computer science experts and
mathematicians pursuing studies on the mathematical methods of wave phenomena.

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: Introductory Differential Equations
Martha L. Abell, James P. Braselton, 2014-08-19 Introductory Differential Equations, Fourth Edition,
offers both narrative explanations and robust sample problems for a first semester course in
introductory ordinary differential equations (including Laplace transforms) and a second course in
Fourier series and boundary value problems. The book provides the foundations to assist students in
learning not only how to read and understand differential equations, but also how to read technical
material in more advanced texts as they progress through their studies. This text is for courses that



https://explore.gcts.edu/algebra-suggest-006/files?title=is-linear-algebra-or-differential-equations-harder.pdf&trackid=wCG89-1132
https://explore.gcts.edu/workbooks-suggest-001/pdf?trackid=fqF57-6956&title=english-workbooks-for-kids.pdf
https://explore.gcts.edu/workbooks-suggest-001/pdf?trackid=fqF57-6956&title=english-workbooks-for-kids.pdf

are typically called (Introductory) Differential Equations, (Introductory) Partial Differential
Equations, Applied Mathematics, and Fourier Series. It follows a traditional approach and includes
ancillaries like Differential Equations with Mathematica and/or Differential Equations with Maple.
Because many students need a lot of pencil-and-paper practice to master the essential concepts, the
exercise sets are particularly comprehensive with a wide array of exercises ranging from
straightforward to challenging. There are also new applications and extended projects made
relevant to everyday life through the use of examples in a broad range of contexts. This book will be
of interest to undergraduates in math, biology, chemistry, economics, environmental sciences,
physics, computer science and engineering. - Provides the foundations to assist students in learning
how to read and understand the subject, but also helps students in learning how to read technical
material in more advanced texts as they progress through their studies - Exercise sets are
particularly comprehensive with a wide range of exercises ranging from straightforward to
challenging - Includes new applications and extended projects made relevant to everyday life
through the use of examples in a broad range of contexts - Accessible approach with applied
examples and will be good for non-math students, as well as for undergrad classes

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: Select Ideas in Partial Differential
Equations Peter ]J. Costa, 2025-01-08 This book provides a concise but thorough introduction to
partial differential equations which model phenomena that vary in both space and time. The author
begins with a full explanation of the fundamental linear partial differential equations of physics. The
text continues with methods to understand and solve these equations leading ultimately to the
solutions of Maxwell’s equations. The author then addresses nonlinearity and provides examples of
separation of variables, linearizing change of variables, inverse scattering transform, and numerical
methods for select nonlinear equations. Next, the book presents rich sources of advanced techniques
and strategies for the study of nonlinear partial differential equations. This second edition includes
updates, additional examples, and a new chapter on reaction-diffusion equations. Ultimately, this
book is an essential resource for readers in applied mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, and
engineering who are interested in learning about the myriad techniques that have been developed to
model and solve linear and nonlinear partial differential equations.

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: The Geometry of Population Genetics
Ethan Akin, 2013-04-09 The differential equations which model the action of selection and
recombination are nonlinear equations which are impossible to It is even difficult to describe in
general the solve explicitly. Recently, Shahshahani began using qualitative behavior of solutions.
differential geometry to study these equations [28]. with this mono graph I hope to show that his
ideas illuminate many aspects of pop ulation genetics. Among these are his proof and clarification of
Fisher's Fundamental Theorem of Natural Selection and Kimura's Maximum Principle and also the
effect of recombination on entropy. We also discover the relationship between two classic measures
of 2 genetic distance: the x measure and the arc-cosine measure. There are two large applications.
The first is a precise definition of the biological concept of degree of epistasis which applies to
general (i.e. frequency dependent) forms of selection. The second is the unexpected appearance of
cycling. We show that cycles can occur in the two-locus-two-allele model of selection plus
recombination even when the fitness numbers are constant (i.e. no frequency dependence). This
work is addressed to two different kinds of readers which accounts for its mode of organization. For
the biologist, Chapter I contains a description of the entire work with brief indications of a proof for
the harder results. I imagine a reader with some familiarity with linear algebra and systems of
differential equations. Ideal background is Hirsch and Smale's text [15].

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: An Introduction to Dynamical
Systems and Chaos G. C. Layek, 2024-02-23 This book discusses continuous and discrete nonlinear
systems in systematic and sequential approaches. The unique feature of the book is its mathematical
theories on flow bifurcations, nonlinear oscillations, Lie symmetry analysis of nonlinear systems,
chaos theory, routes to chaos and multistable coexisting attractors. The logically structured content
and sequential orientation provide readers with a global overview of the topic. A systematic



mathematical approach has been adopted, featuring a multitude of detailed worked-out examples
alongside comprehensive exercises. The book is useful for courses in dynamical systems and chaos
and nonlinear dynamics for advanced undergraduate, graduate and research students in
mathematics, physics and engineering. The second edition of the book is thoroughly revised and
includes several new topics: center manifold reduction, quasi-periodic oscillations,
Bogdanov-Takens, periodbubbling and Neimark-Sacker bifurcations, and dynamics on circle. The
organized structures in bi-parameter plane for transitional and chaotic regimes are new active
research interest and explored thoroughly. The connections of complex chaotic attractors with
fractals cascades are explored in many physical systems. Chaotic attractors may attain multiple
scaling factors and show scale invariance property. Finally, the ideas of multifractals and global
spectrum for quantifying inhomogeneous chaotic attractors are discussed.

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: A Course in Mathematical Methods for
Physicists Russell L. Herman, 2013-12-04 Based on the author's junior-level undergraduate course,
this introductory textbook is designed for a course in mathematical physics. Focusing on the physics
of oscillations and waves, A Course in Mathematical Methods for Physicists helps students
understand the mathematical techniques needed for their future studies in physics. It takes a
bottom-u

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: Quantum Mechanics Biao Wu, 2023-03-26
This textbook highlights a concise introduction to quantum mechanics in a readable and serious
manner. Being readable, the book intends to present the beauty and magic of quantum mechanics to
the mass public. Being serious, the book uses mathematics to describe the most profound results in
quantum mechanics. To balance the two, the book assumes that the readers are familiar with
high-school mathematics and instructs the least possible advanced mathematics necessary for the
understanding of quantum mechanics. The book first covers the history of quantum mechanics and
then introduces the magical quantum world, including quantum states living in Hilbert space,
indistinguishable particles, linear superposition, Heisenberg's uncertainty relations, quantum
entanglement, Bell's inequality, quantum energy levels, Schrodinger’s cat and many-worlds theory,
etc. To compare with classic physics, the book also covers the classic mechanics before introducing
quantum mechanics. At last, the book briefly covers quantum computing and quantum
communications. Besides readers of other majors, the book is also a good reference for students in
physics. It helps physics students to develop a solid understanding of the basics of quantum
mechanics, preventing them from getting lost in solving the Schrodinger equation. The book also
discusses quantum entanglement and quantum information which traditional quantum mechanics
textbooks do not cover. The Foreword is written by Frank Wilczek, Nobel Laureate in physics, 2004.
This book is a translation of an original Chinese edition. The translation was done with the help of
artificial intelligence (machine translation by the service DeepL.com). A subsequent human revision
was done primarily in terms of content, so that the book will read stylistically differently from a
conventional translation.

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: Mathematical Aspects of Scientific
Software ]J.R. Rice, 2012-12-06 Since scientific software is the fuel that drives today's computers to
solve a vast range of problems, huge efforts are being put into the development of new software,
systems and algorithms for scientific problem solving. This book explores how scientific software
impacts the structure of mathematics, how it creates new subfields, and how new classes of
mathematical problems arise. The focus is on five topics where the impact is currently being felt and
where important new challenges exist, namely: the new subfield of parallel and geometric
computations, the emergence of symbolic computation systems into general use, the potential
emergence of new, high-level mathematical systems, and the crucial question of how to measure the
performance of mathematical problem solving tools.

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: The Princeton Companion to Applied
Mathematics Nicholas J. Higham, Mark R. Dennis, Paul Glendinning, Paul A. Martin, Fadil Santosa,
Jared Tanner, 2015-09-15 The must-have compendium on applied mathematics This is the most



authoritative and accessible single-volume reference book on applied mathematics. Featuring
numerous entries by leading experts and organized thematically, it introduces readers to applied
mathematics and its uses; explains key concepts; describes important equations, laws, and functions;
looks at exciting areas of research; covers modeling and simulation; explores areas of application;
and more. Modeled on the popular Princeton Companion to Mathematics, this volume is an
indispensable resource for undergraduate and graduate students, researchers, and practitioners in
other disciplines seeking a user-friendly reference book on applied mathematics. Features nearly
200 entries organized thematically and written by an international team of distinguished
contributors Presents the major ideas and branches of applied mathematics in a clear and accessible
way Explains important mathematical concepts, methods, equations, and applications Introduces the
language of applied mathematics and the goals of applied mathematical research Gives a wide range
of examples of mathematical modeling Covers continuum mechanics, dynamical systems, numerical
analysis, discrete and combinatorial mathematics, mathematical physics, and much more Explores
the connections between applied mathematics and other disciplines Includes suggestions for further
reading, cross-references, and a comprehensive index

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: Canadian Mathematical Bulletin ,
1975-06

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: Dynamic Motion: Chaotic and
Stochastic Behaviour F. Casciati, 2014-05-04 The chapters of this book were written by structural
engineers. The approach, therefore, is not aiming toward a scientific modelling of the response but
to the definition of engineering procedures for detecting and avoiding undesired phenomena. In this
sense chaotic and stochastic behaviour can be tackled in a similar manner. This aspect is illustrated
in Chapter 1. Chapters 2 and 3 are entirely devoted to Stochastic Dynamics and cover
single-degree-of-freedom systems and impact problems, respectively. Chapter 4 provides details on
the numerical tools necessary for evaluating the main indexes useful for the classification of the
motion and for estimating the response probability density function. Chapter 5 gives an overview of
random vibration methods for linear and nonlinear multi-degree-of-freedom systems. The
randomness of the material characteristics and the relevant stochastic models ar considered in
Chapter 6. Chapter 7, eventually, deals with large engineering sytems under stochastic excitation
and allows for the stochastic nature of the mechanical and geometrical properties.

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: Calculus for Cognitive Scientists
James K. Peterson, 2016-02-09 This book offers a self-study program on how mathematics, computer
science and science can be profitably and seamlessly intertwined. This book focuses on two variable
ODE models, both linear and nonlinear, and highlights theoretical and computational tools using
MATLAB to explain their solutions. It also shows how to solve cable models using separation of
variables and the Fourier Series.

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: Pratiyogita Darpan , 2009-04 Pratiyogita
Darpan (monthly magazine) is India's largest read General Knowledge and Current Affairs
Magazine. Pratiyogita Darpan (English monthly magazine) is known for quality content on General
Knowledge and Current Affairs. Topics ranging from national and international news/ issues,
personality development, interviews of examination toppers, articles/ write-up on topics like career,
economy, history, public administration, geography, polity, social, environment, scientific, legal etc,
solved papers of various examinations, Essay and debate contest, Quiz and knowledge testing
features are covered every month in this magazine.

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: Memristor Computing Systems Leon O.
Chua, Ronald Tetzlaff, Angela Slavova, 2022-06-23 This contributed volume offers practical solutions
and design-, modeling-, and implementation-related insights that address current research problems
in memristors, memristive devices, and memristor computing. The book studies and addresses
related challenges in and proposes solutions for the future of memristor computing. State-of-the-art
research on memristor modeling, memristive interconnections, memory circuit architectures,
software simulation tools, and applications of memristors in computing are presented. Utilising



contributions from numerous experts in the field, written in clear language and illustrated
throughout, this book is a comprehensive reference work. Memristor Computing Systems explains
memristors and memristive devices in an accessible way for graduate students and researchers with
a basic knowledge of electrical and control systems engineering, as well as prompting further
research for more experienced academics.

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: Combinatorics David R. Mazur,
2022-12-20 Combinatorics is mathematics of enumeration, existence, construction, and optimization
questions concerning finite sets. This text focuses on the first three types of questions and covers
basic counting and existence principles, distributions, generating functions, recurrence relations,
Poélya theory, combinatorial designs, error correcting codes, partially ordered sets, and selected
applications to graph theory including the enumeration of trees, the chromatic polynomial, and
introductory Ramsey theory. The only prerequisites are single-variable calculus and familiarity with
sets and basic proof techniques. The text emphasizes the brands of thinking that are characteristic
of combinatorics: bijective and combinatorial proofs, recursive analysis, and counting problem
classification. It is flexible enough to be used for undergraduate courses in combinatorics, second
courses in discrete mathematics, introductory graduate courses in applied mathematics programs,
as well as for independent study or reading courses. What makes this text a guided tour are the
approximately 350 reading questions spread throughout its eight chapters. These questions provide
checkpoints for learning and prepare the reader for the end-of-section exercises of which there are
over 470. Most sections conclude with Travel Notes that add color to the material of the section via
anecdotes, open problems, suggestions for further reading, and biographical information about
mathematicians involved in the discoveries.

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: Differential Equations for Studies in
Computational Electrophysiology Karoline Horgmo Jeeger, Aslak Tveito, 2023-05-27 This open access
text aims at giving you the simplest possible introduction to differential equations that are used in
models of electrophysiology. It covers models at several spatial and temporal scales with associated
numerical methods. The text demonstrates that a very limited number of fundamental techniques
can be used to define numerical methods for equations ranging from ridiculously simple to extremely
complex systems of partial differential equations. Every method is implemented in Matlab and the
codes are freely available online. By using these codes, the reader becomes familiar with classical
models of electrophysiology, like the cable equation, the monodomain model, and the bidomain
model. But modern models that have just started to gain attention in the field of computational
electrophysiology are also presented. If you just want to read one book, it should probably not be
this one, but if you want a simple introduction to a complex field, it is worth considering the present
text.

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: The Science of Functional
Programming (draft version) Sergei Winitzki,

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: Computation and Visualization of
Geometric Partial Differential Equations Christopher Tiee, 2015-08-09 This is an extended version of
my PhD thesis which extends the theory of finite element exterior calculus (FEEC) to parabolic
evolution equations. In the extended version, I explore some more precise visualizations of the
defined quantities, as well as explain how the modern theory of functional analysis applies. In the
main part, I extend the theory of approximating evolution equations in Euclidean space (using FEEC)
to hypersurfaces. After these main results, I describe some possible extensions to nonlinear
equations. A few appendices detail one of the original motivations for getting into this theory in the
first place: canonical geometries given as steady state solutions and extremals of certain functionals.

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: Principles Of Applied Mathematics James
P. Keener, 2019-05-20 Principles of Applied Mathematics provides a comprehensive look at how
classical methods are used in many fields and contexts. Updated to reflect developments of the last
twenty years, it shows how two areas of classical applied mathematics spectral theory of operators
and asymptotic analysis are useful for solving a wide range of applied science problems. Topics such




as asymptotic expansions, inverse scattering theory, and perturbation methods are combined in a
unified way with classical theory of linear operators. Several new topics, including wavelength
analysis, multigrid methods, and homogenization theory, are blended into this mix to amplify this
theme.This book is ideal as a survey course for graduate students in applied mathematics and
theoretically oriented engineering and science students. This most recent edition, for the first time,
now includes extensive corrections collated and collected by the author.

is linear algebra or differential equations harder: Differential Equation Models Martin
Braun, Courtney S. Coleman, Donald A. Drew, 2012-12-06 The purpose of this four volume series is
to make available for college teachers and students samples of important and realistic applications
of mathematics which can be covered in undergraduate programs. The goal is to provide
illustrations of how modem mathematics is actually employed to solve relevant contemporary
problems. Although these independent chapters were prepared primarily for teachers in the general
mathematical sciences, they should prove valuable to students, teachers, and research scientists in
many of the fields of application as well. Prerequisites for each chapter and suggestions for the
teacher are provided. Several of these chapters have been tested in a variety of classroom settings,
and all have undergone extensive peer review and revision. [llustrations and exercises are included
in most chapters. Some units can be covered in one class, whereas others provide sufficient material
for a few weeks of class time. Volume 1 contains 23 chapters and deals with differential equations
and, in the last four chapters, problems leading to partial differential equations. Applications are
taken from medicine, biology, traffic systems and several other fields. The 14 chapters in Volume 2
are devoted mostly to problems arising in political science, but they also address questions
appearing in sociology and ecology. Topics covered include voting systems, weighted voting,
proportional representation, coalitional values, and committees. The 14 chapters in Volume 3
emphasize discrete mathematical methods such as those which arise in graph theory, combinatorics,
and networks.
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